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Introduction 
In line with our usual practice and values, whilst we recognise the use of technology can 
enhance children’s learning, we believe children need a good balance of first-hand, practical 
learning experiences, alongside any ‘virtual’ learning they engage with.  The ideas and 
suggestions we will circulate via e-mail on a weekly basis require very little screen-based 
learning.  Children of all ages and abilities will benefit from the support of an adult/older sibling 
to facilitate their learning and for feedback as appropriate.   
 

 
What is expected from The Treehouse during the ‘Lockdown’ 
Our role is to support parents to ensure the children’s education can continue.  In addition, we are 
responsible for providing places for vulnerable children, and children of ‘key workers’ critical to the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) response, while schools are closed during the outbreak. To limit the 
chance of the virus spreading, every child who can be safely cared for at home, should be. Please 
note, if parents need to make alternative arrangements, they should not rely upon those outside 
their household for childcare.  Please get in touch if you need further information or provision for 
your child/ren via:  office@thetreehouseschool.org.uk 
 
We understand that educating your child can be daunting and want to assure you that we can be 
contacted via e-mail if you have any questions regarding your child’s education. The children are 
extremely resourceful, creative and can work with high levels of independence and autonomy; 
they will be very familiar with the list of challenges we have put together on the “Must, Should 
and Could do List”.  We intend to circulate this document every weekend.  Virtual ‘Zoom’ meetings 
will take place to share and celebrate the children’s achievements on a weekly basis (see below).  
The Treehouse Update will continue to be sent weekly, including any additional resources and 
suggestions we feel are worth sharing and as a forum for sharing the children’s work.   
 
 
What is expected from you, as parents? 
We recognise that these are unprecedented circumstances but know that your child/ren will 
benefit from time at home with you/their families.  The weekly activities we will send are 
designed to help the child/ren to develop the skills and knowledge we have been honing at 
school but we recognise that any time/activities you undertake with your child/ren, will be just as 
valuable so please bear this in mind when ‘planning’ your day/week.  We do not expect you to 
facilitate and deliver a full timetable of education for your children. We only ask that you 
encourage them to focus on the weekly challenges and to follow guidance when assisting your 
children with any virtual meetings or learning.  
 
 
What do we expect from “The Gang”? 
The Gang are a highly motivated, well-behaved group of children; they love challenge and being 
busy! We hope that the weekly challenges will give them something to focus on but would 
encourage quality over quantity.  Taking their time and doing things well and to the best of their 
ability, will enhance their self-esteem and confidence.   
 
When working on a computer or device, we recommend referring to our E-Safety Rap so that the 
children stay safe online and limit the time they are on a screen.  A video of the rap is available 
on the policies page of the school website. 
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Virtual Interactions 
We have every confidence that our families will ensure that any virtual interactions are 
appropriately supervised and will take place in a part of your home that will enable these 
interactions to be as effective as possible. The Oxfordshire Safeguarding Team have listed the 
following points for consideration when delivering and receiving virtual lessons, especially where 
webcams are involved: 
  

• Staff and children must wear suitable clothing, as should anyone else in the 
household. 

• Any computers used should be in appropriate areas, for example, not in 

bedrooms; and the background should be blurred/neutral. 
• The live class should be recorded so that if any issues were to arise, the video can be 

reviewed. 
• Live classes should be kept to a reasonable length of time, or the streaming may 

prevent the family ‘getting on’ with their day; 
• Language must be professional and appropriate, including any family members 

in the background. 
• Staff must only use platforms suggested by The Treehouse School to communicate 

with pupils (see below). 
• Staff should record, the length, time, date and attendance of any sessions held. 
• Parents should be in the house at the time of the virtual meeting and appear at the 

beginning of the meeting so we can see that you are present. 
• Virtual meetings should only involve children who attend The Treehouse. 
 

Zoom 
On a weekly basis, there will be the opportunity for your child/ren to share their learning with a 
member of staff via the Zoom App if you/they wish to. Zoom allows meetings to be recorded so 
is the safest platform for the school to use.   
 
Zoom is a very simple way to link up; families will need a laptop with a camera/webcam or a 
smart phone.   At a mutually convenient time, you will be asked to click on a link, entering a pin 
code which we will have been sent to you*.   This is what is will look like: 
 
 
Topic: Treehouse ****** 
Time: Apr 19, 2020 04:00 PM Greenwich Mean Time 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/98128618088?pwd=eXVRZGRvY2ZTT09rdkU5dWRZdDMrUT09 
 
Meeting ID: 981 **** 8088 
Password: H13d7B 
*Zoom will prompt you to enter Meeting ID and password if needed but the link should do  
 most of the work. 
 
 
 

Safeguarding 
If you want to raise a concern about a child or member of staff, please go to our Safeguarding 
page and contact the Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) 
https://www.thetreehouseschool.org.uk/safeguarding 

https://zoom.us/j/98128618088?pwd=eVXPY2RZGRvY2ZTT09rdkU5dWRZdDMrUT09
https://zoom.us/j/98128618088?pwd=eVXPY2RZGRvY2ZTT09rdkU5dWRZdDMrUT09
https://www.thetreehouseschool.org.uk/safeguarding


 

 

 
Where can you find more information? 
We have added a page to our website which provides links to online safety sites as well as 
updates and guidance on the Covid-19. We will be updating this regularly.  
https://www.thetreehouseschool.org.uk/resources 
 
Our Contact Details 
Andrea Turner – office@thetreehouseschool.org.uk 
Lee Ryman- leeryman@rocketmail.com 
Sharon Julian- sharonmjulian@gmail.com 
Laura Lee- Lauralee.treehouse@gmail.com 
 
We feel very privileged to be working with such a capable and resourceful group of families and  
fully appreciate your support during this challenging period.  Thank you for taking the time to read 
this guide.   
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